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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: This is 

Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan of the New 

York City Fire Department Safety Battalion. 

I'm here to interview Brendan Lowrey, 

firefighter ist of Engine 35, in the quarters 

of Engine 35. 

Q. Brendan, just tell me what you recall from 
September 11. 

A. Okay. As we were getting close to the 
site, we heard on the department radio, while we 
were still in the rig, we started hearing all kinds 
of collapse reports, maydays. Guys were actually on 
the department radio saying they were running out of 
air. Then we heard -- finally we heard the 
dispatcher say, "Manhattan to command center." 
Nothing. "Manhattan to command center." Nothing. 
Then finally said, "Manhattan to anybody at the 
scene." Again nothing. So that's when we -- we 
really didn't know the whole building had come down. 
We thought maybe the top. 

So we got off the rig and we picked up our 
stuff and started -- we were on West Street, walking 
south. We were reporting to Vesey and West. We got 


off the rig, we started walking south to the command 
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center when a Police Officer stopped us and said, 
"hold up, guys. I have helicopters --" he was on 
the cell phone "-- on the cell phone here." And he 
says "When this one comes down, it's coming right 
for us." Meaning coming up West Street. 

So we kind of delayed and, you know, looked at 
each other and then a chief -- we got down a little 
bit further, I think, and a chief told us, "okay, 
guys. Hang out here for a minute." And I would say 
less -- less than -- I don't know. It's hard to 
tell the time. It was probably maybe a minute or 
two minutes. Very brief after that the second one 
came down. And we watched it come down and, you 
know, it was coming towards us. We didn't know what 
it was. We didn't know if it was a building. It 
was black. You know, so we didn't know if it was 
heat, the building, whatever. It was just a huge 
black cloud that was chasing us, you know. So there 
we are, we're ducking for cover and the cloud passed 
us and then -- 

Q. You ducked behind a car? 

A. What happened really was I fell down and I 
got caught in a stampede. It was like a doorway or 


something on West Street, you know. So the thing 
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went passed us. We waited a couple of minutes. 
Surprisingly the smoke, the black cleared within a 
few minutes and it was just the grey. So we figured 
we have to, you know, go back down there and see 
what's going on. You know, see if we could find 
anything. 

So we made our way down West Street and our 
particular company got as far as where the walkway 
had collapsed by the command center. 

Q. The north walkway? 

A. The north walkway, right. So we did most 
of our operating around there. There were some 
pockets of fire. We actually found a pumper that 
was operable. A lot of them were crushed and 
everything. And we were, you know, shooting some 
water -- the pockets of fire were like 8 stories of 
a building. You know, stuff like that. I threw up 
a couple of ladders to those smaller Trade Center -- 
the black ones. 

Q. There were some people in the customs 
building I think there was? 

A. Yeah. So there was stuff like that, you 
know. So we did some searches. Then they told us 


they wanted us to go down in the garage. Like 
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the -- there was like an underpass. I guess it's 
like a garage going into underneath. So we started 
walking down there and we only got in about 
30 yards. It was just sealed off so we came back 
out. 

You Know, we operated down there for a while. 
You Know, we couldn't -- we weren't doing much but 
just, you know. Okay. You want to ask me some 
questions? 

Q. No. Do you have anything else to add? 

You can keep going. 

A. No. I want to think about it a little 
more. I don't really think we did much more than 
that. 

Q. Okay. 

(Recess taken.) 

Q. Okay. Go ahead. 

A. One other thing. The only company I 
recognized that's sitting in my head was 5 Truck. 

It was about 30 yards north of that walkway that was 
collapsed and if had its aerial extended into the -- 

Q. The Customs building? 

A. -- Customs building. The west side of the 


Customs building. And that had been pretty well 
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crushed and the ladder was bent and it looked like 
guys had gone up into that area and I didn't see 
any. 
BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Okay. Thank 
you, Brendan. The time now is 12:02 and this 


concludes the interview. 


